The idiginous taxa of Malvaceae represented in the flora of Egypt were systematically revised. This revealed the presence of 26 species belonging to 11 genera and four tribes; among these, Malvella sherardiana ia a new record to the flora of this country.
Introduction
Malvaceae is a natural family, easily distinguished by its monadelphous stamens, monothecal anthers, simple entire mostly palmate leaves, stellate hairy indumentum and large echinate pollen grains. The presence of an involucre (epicalyx), is diagnostic where present.
Malvaceae is closely related to Tiliaceae, Bombacaceae and Sterculiaceae but differs in the possession of one -celled anthers and monadelphous stamens. It is believed that Malvaceae is regarded as a complex climax derived from the ancestral woody Tiliales and largely reduced to herbs with fibrous stems and is considered as the most advanced family in order Malvales, together with Bombacaceae (Hutchinson, 1967) .
Malvaceae is represented by 119 genera and about 2000 species of herbs, shrubs rarely trees, occur overmost of the world except the very cold regions, well represented in the tropical and subtropical regions of the world, particularly abundant in Tropical South America. Some genera show a small area of distribution e.g. the monotype Malvella is Mediterranean. On the other hand, many genera occur throughout the world or throughout the tropics e.g. Hibiscus (300 species). Certain species are of economic value, the most important are Gossypium species, which are the source of cotton fibers and cotton seed oil. Several species are weeds and constitute the natural vegetation of waste places, roadsides while numerous species are naturalised or widely cultivated as oranometals.
Malvaceae was the subject of several treatments, the most important are those of Bentham & Hooker (1862) , Schumann (1895) and Hutchinson (1967) . The recent treatment carried out by Bremer et al. (1998) based on molecular sequence data particularly from choloroplast DNA rbc L. gene and morphological data; included the tropical and woody groups previously classified in Bombacaceae, Sterculiaceae and Tiliaceae in family Malvaceae (s.l.). Täckholm (1956) recognized 8 genera comprising 31 species which were increased (Täckholm, 1974) to 10 genera and 32 species. Recently, El Hadidi & Fayed (1994/95 ) enumerated 10 genera and 32 species of Malvaceae, a similar number was reported by Boulos (1995) . Type: Specimen no. 872/2 (LINN).
Systematic Treatment

Distribution:
Common in rocky and sandy soils of Gebel Elba district, rare along Red Sea Coast and mountainous Sinai. Known from the Sudan, Arabian Peninsula to India and Srilanka.
Selected specimens: 
Sand dunes and loamy soil in Siwa and Bahariya Oases, naturalized. Known from Angola, the Sudan, Arabia, Syria, Iran, Indo-China, Burma, Malaysia, Indonesia, China, Korea, Japan, Bangaladish and India. Cultivated in most tropical countries. 3. Abutilon Mill., Gard. Dict. Abr. Ed. 4 (1754).
A genus of about 100 species, mostly in tropical and subtropical regions of both hemispheres. Several species are cultivated or of economic importance.
Note: Abutilon longicuspe Hochst. ex A. Rich. is a Tropical African species which is expected to occur in the southern parts of the Eastern Desert. Täckholm (1974:354) reported this species from Gebel Elba district without certainity. No specimens were seen from this area.
Key to the species 
Weed in cultivations of the Nubian sector of the Nile land, its desert outskirts, the Oases and Gebel Elba district. Known from Trop. Africa to India and Afghanistan, eastwards to the Mediterranean.
Selected specimens:
(Nv) Qena, E Nag El Bayada, 9. The species was reported by Danin et al. (1985 Danin et al. ( : 290 & 1993 
Distribution:
Recorded once from the sandy coastal plains of the Red Sea Coast. Known from Arabian Peninsula, the Sudan and Ethiopia.
Selected specimens:
(R) Wadi Gweibba, Red Sea Coast, 9.6.1960; V.Täckholm s.n. (CAI).
4. Sida L., Sp. Pl. ed. 1 : 683 (1753) .
A large genus of about 200 species, widely distributed throughout the warmer regions of the world especially N America.
Note: Täckholm (1974:353) reported the occurrence of Sida ovata Forssk. and S. rhombifolia L. as very rare species in Gebel Elba district, and mountainous Sinai respectively. No. specimens were seen by the writers who believe that the occurrence of these species in Egypt is doubtful.
Key to the species : 134 (1929) .
Distribution:
Common summer weed in the farmlands of Egypt. Known from tropical and subtropical regions of the world.
Selected specimens:
(Nv) Fariskur, 28.8.1970 Type: Specimen no. 868/4 (LINN).
Distribution:
Very rare in wadi beds and moist places of western Mediterranean coastal land, the Eastern Desert and the Oases. Known from N. Africa, eastwards to Iran and India; also known from S Africa. The species was reported by Danin et al. (1985 : 291) from mountainous Sinai; no specimens were available for this study.
9. Alcea L., Sp. Pl. ed. 1 : 687 (1753) A genus of 60 species in Mediterranean to Central Asia.
Note: Alcea apterocarpa (Fenzl.) Boiss. is an E. Mediterranean element, known mainly from Turkey with slight extension southward to Palestine and Syria. The species was reported by Täckholm (op.cit.) from Sinai. It was not reported by Abdallah et al. (1984) or Danin et al. (1985) and its occurrence in Sinai is doubtful. Alcea rosea L. = Althaea rosea (L.) Cav.) is a cultivated ornamental in gardens which was reported by Täckholm (op. cit. 353 ) as an escape from cultivation in Sinai.
